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Just for Fun 
 

“Whatever advice you give, be 
brief.” 
HORACE 
 
ON THE BRIGHT SIDE 
While Social Security 
retirement benefits may be 
taxable at the federal level, 
depending on income, 37 
states do not tax them. (For 
more information regarding 
state tax treatment of these 
benefits and your tax situation, 
check with your tax or 
accounting professional.)1 
 
BRAIN TEASER  
Take it out, scratch its head. 
Minutes later it is black, 
moments after it was red. 
What is this object? 
 
DID YOU KNOW?  
Major League Baseball will 
come to Iowa next year 
The Chicago White Sox and 
New York Yankees are 
scheduled to play an official 
Major League Baseball game in 
a temporary 8,000-seat 
stadium in Dyersville, Iowa on 
August 13, 2020, next to the 
property where the classic 
movie Field of Dreams was 
filmed.2 

 
 

 
Winter Spice Cranberry 

Cake3 

 

 

 

If I Had My Life to Live Over . . . 

 
Many of you probably remember Erma Bombeck, a popular writer and humorist from 
the 1960’s to 1990’s.  She was once asked about how she might do things differently if 
she could live over again.  Her response is below.  I hope it gives you inspiration as we 
approach Thanksgiving and the holiday season.  
 

Someone asked me the other day if I had my life to live over would I 
change anything. 
 
My answer was no, but then I thought about it and changed my mind. 
 
If I had my life to live over again I would have waxed less and listened 
more. 
 
Instead of wishing away nine months of pregnancy and complaining 
about the shadow over my feet, I'd have cherished every minute of it 
and realized that the wonderment growing inside me was to be my only 
chance in life to assist God in a miracle. 
 
I would never have insisted the car windows be rolled up on a summer 
day because my hair had just been teased and sprayed. 
 
I would have invited friends over to dinner even if the carpet was 
stained and the sofa faded. 
 
I would have eaten popcorn in the "good" living room and worried less 
about the dirt when you lit the fireplace. 
 
I would have taken the time to listen to my grandfather ramble about 
his youth. 
 
I would have burnt the pink candle that was sculptured like a rose 
before it melted while being stored. 
 
I would have sat cross-legged on the lawn with my children and never 
worried about grass stains. 
 
I would have cried and laughed less while watching television ... and 
more while watching real life. 
 
I would have shared more of the responsibility carried by my husband 
which I took for granted. 
 
I would have eaten less cottage cheese and more ice cream. 
 
I would have gone to bed when I was sick, instead of pretending the 
Earth would go into a holding pattern if I weren't there for a day. 
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Ingredients 

• 3 eggs 

• 1 cup white sugar 

• 1 cup light brown sugar 

• 3/4 cup butter softened 

• Optional: 1 tsp orange extract or 
1 1/2 tbsp finely minced fresh 
orange zest 

• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

• 2 cups all-purpose flour 

• ¼ tsp salt 

• 1 tsp ground cinnamon  

• ¼ teaspoon whole nutmeg  

• ½ teaspoon ground cloves  

• ½ tsp ground cardamom  

• 12 oz fresh cranberries 
 

Instructions 

• Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
With a mixer, beat the eggs with 
the sugar and all spices until 
slightly thickened and light in 
color, about 5-7 minutes. The 
mixture should almost double in 
size. The eggs work as your 
leavening agent in this recipe, so 
do not skip this step. 

• This mixture should form a 
ribbon when you lift the beaters 
out of the bowl. Add the butter, 
vanilla, and orange extract (if 
desired); mix two more minutes. 
Stir in the flour until just 
combined. Add the cranberries 
and stir to mix throughout. 

• Spread in a buttered 9x13 pan.  
Bake for 44-50 minutes, or until 
lightly browned and a toothpick 
inserted near the center of the 
cake comes out clean. Let cool 
completely. 

 
I would never have bought ANYTHING just because it was 
practical/wouldn't show soil/ guaranteed to last a lifetime. 
 
When my child kissed me impetuously, I would never have said, "Later. 
Now, go get washed up for dinner." 
 
There would have been more I love yous ... more I'm sorrys ... more I'm 
listenings ... but mostly, given another shot at life, I would seize every 
minute of it ... look at it and really see it ... try it on ... live it ... exhaust it 
... and never give that minute back until there was nothing left of it.” 

 
 
 

 

Cady is a Mom! 
 
Eleanora Mae McCarty entered the world on October 30 at 7lbs-7oz and 20 inches long!  
Mom and daughter are both doing well. 
 
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 
 
We hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving full 
of joy and thankfulness with family and friends. 

 

 
 
 
  

Integrity     –     Commitment     –     Flexibility     -     Kindness 
 

 

NEED A SPEAKER FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION? 
Contact us for fun and informative topics including: 
 How Our Behavior Affects Our Finances 
 Social Security for Women 

 Hack-Proof Your Life  
 

Steve Allender may be reached at: 
720-330-1013 or 

 steve@aspencreekinvestments.com 
 

5670 Greenwood Plaza Blvd., Suite 350 
Greenwood Village, CO  80111 

www.aspencreekinvestments.com               
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Just for Fun provided by MarketingPro, Inc. 
 

* TRIVIA ANSWER: Stumped? Contact me for the answer!   720-330-1013 

1 kiplinger.com/slideshow/retirement/T037-S001-states-that-don-t-tax-social-security-benefits/index.html [2/8/19] 
2 mentalfloss.com/article/63209/25-fast-facts-about-field-dreams [10/28/19] 
3 www.barefeetinthekitchen.com 
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