
 
 Steve Allender, CRPC ®  

          November, 2018 

 

Just for Fun 
 

“Live life to the fullest.” 
Ernest Hemingway 
 
 
 
 
 
ON THE BRIGHT SIDE 
At the end of the third quarter 
of 2018, the average IRA 
balance was $111,000. That 
was more than double the 
average balance of $52,000 in 
2008, according to Fidelity 
Investments.1 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BRAIN TEASER  
What belongs to you, but is 
used more by others?  
 
 
 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW?  
Sometimes the red planet gets 
a blanket of white 
Snow occasionally falls on parts 
of Mars. The snow is a bit 
different than that we know on 
Earth, however: it is not 
comprised of water, but carbon 
dioxide. As a result, there are 
no snowflakes during a Mars 
snowfall, only a kind of fog.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What Robyn is Thankful For  

 
I recently read a letter that Robyn Clarke wrote to the Tim Tebow Foundation.  It stirred 
me to think of the many things I take for granted and how difficult it seems sometimes 
to remember the blessings I have.  What made her letter all-the-more powerful to me 
was the difficulties life has thrown at her.  You see, 15-year-old Robyn was born with 
cerebral palsy.  Here are her words . . . 
 
“Sometimes I wonder what it would be like to walk independently. I wonder how it would 
feel to stand up straight without being overcome with fear, and what it would be like to 
take a step without being confined by the mold of plastic braces. I wonder, are tennis 
shoes comfortable? 
 
Sometimes I wonder what it would be like to take 
off running, whenever I want. How would it feel 
to have wind fly through my hair? Would it be 
exhilarating? Would I hate it? Would I feel like I 
was flying? Would I feel... free? 
 
Sometimes I wonder what it would be like to be 
able to play sports. I live and breathe them- I 
wonder what it would feel like to be able to play. 
What would it be like, to run out of a tunnel 
surrounded by my teammates? What would it 
feel like to score the winning points in the final 
seconds of a game? What would it be like to be a 
part of something that means... everything to 
me?  

 
Sometimes I wonder who I would be if I didn't have cerebral palsy. Would I like the same 
things? Who would I be friends with? What experiences would I have? As much as I 
wonder and as much as I want to know the answer to those questions, the bottom line is 
this: without my disability, I wouldn't be the same person. I wouldn't have met the same 
people and I wouldn't have done the same things. My disability has opened doors and 
given me experiences I otherwise never would have had, and it's led me to people I love 
dearly and am beyond grateful for. Without my disability, I wouldn't be... me.” –  
Robyn Clarke, 2015 W15H recipient & TTF family member. 
 
All I can think to say is, thank you Robyn. 
 
As we enter this holiday season, I hope Robyn’s letter is an encouragement to see the 
world and all it’s blessings with fresh eyes and hearts of gratitude.  And thanks to each 
of you for being a part of my life.   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aspencreekinvestments.com/
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Sheet Pan Chicken Thighs 

with Green Beans and 

Potatoes3 

 
Ingredients 

• 5 small bone-in chicken thighs 
approximately 2 pounds 

• 1 pound small red potatoes 
halved 

• 1 pound fresh green beans 

• 1/4 cup olive oil 

• 2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 

• 2 cloves garlic minced 

• 1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt 

• 1 tablespoon Italian Seasoning 

• 1 teaspoon freshly ground black 
pepper 

 
Instructions 
Preheat oven to 400°F. Place the 
chicken, potatoes, and green beans 
on a large baking sheet.  
Stir the olive oil, lemon juice, garlic 
together with all of the spices. 
Drizzle the spice mixture over the 
meat, potatoes, and vegetables. 
Use your hands to stir the pieces 
around a bit and make sure 
everything is well coated. Be sure 
to leave the chicken skin-side up. 
Place the pan in the center of the 
oven and roast for approximately 
50 minutes, until the chicken is 
golden brown and cooked through. 
The potatoes should be tender and 
slightly crisp and the green beans 
should be browned, crisp, and 
somewhat shriveled. Enjoy! 

 

 
 
 
 

News from Aspen Creek Investments 
 
Our new financial planning software is up and running.  You now have the ability to link 
all of your financial accounts (banking, savings, 401k, mortgage, credit cards) in real time 
into one location for budgeting and planning purposes.  And you can access the 
software and play with different scenarios whenever you wish.  It also includes an 
encrypted vault where we can store all of your important documents making it easier 
for your survivors to handle your affairs in case of an accident.   
  

 
  

Integrity     –     Commitment     –     Flexibility     -     Kindness 
 

 

NEED A SPEAKER FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION? 
Contact us for fun and informative topics including: 
 How Our Behavior Affects Our Finances 
 Social Security for Women 

 Hack-Proof Your Life  
 

Steve Allender may be reached at: 
720-330-1013 or 

 steve@aspencreekinvestments.com 
 

5670 Greenwood Plaza Blvd., Suite 350 
Greenwood Village, CO  80111 

www.aspencreekinvestments.com               
 

       

Registered Representative, Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research Inc., a Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC to residents of AL, 
AZ, CA, CO, FL, GA, IL, KS, NM, NV, PA, TX, UT, WA. Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered 
Investment Advisor. Cambridge and Aspen Creek Investments, LLC are not affiliated.  Cambridge does not offer tax or legal advice. 
 

Just for Fun provided by MarketingPro, Inc. 
 

* TRIVIA ANSWER: Stumped? Contact me for the answer!   720-330-1013 

1 plansponsor.com/years-positive-retirement-savings-behaviors-lead-record-balances/ [11/5/18] 
2 mentalfloss.com/life-on-mars-facts [11/12/18] 
3 www.barefeetinthekitchen.com 
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